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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION FOURTEEN
OF ORDINANCE NO. 1999, BEING THE CRDINANCE
ESTABLISHING RULES AN DPROCEDURE FOR THE
MAYOR-COUNCIL FORM OF GOVERNMENT

FOR THE CITY OF PRICHARD, ALABAMA

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
_CITY OF PRICHARD, ALABAMA as follows:

SECTION ONE. Section Fourteen, Communication with Councﬂ of Ordinance No,
1999 is hereby amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:

“SECTION FOURTEEN: Communication with Council.

(a)  Public Hearings. Where required by law, or by unanimous consent of the
Council, public hearings on matters before the Council shall be held by the
Council at which taxpayers or residents of the City or their authorized legal
representatives shall be permitted to present oral statemenis for or against the
matter made a subject of the hearing,

(1) - Requests to appear at such a public hearing may be filed in writing with
the City Clerk, who shall refer the same to the President of the Council
prior to the hearing. Persons making these requests in writing shall,
together with wiinesses requested to appear by the Council, be heard prior
to other persons who appear at the hearing.

2) Each person addressing any public hearing shall, when called, step up in
front of the rail, give his name and address in an audible tone of voice for
the records. No person shall speak more than twice on any matter before
the Council, except by unanimous consent, and then not until every
Council Member desiring to-speak has had an opportunity to do so.

(3)  No person shall speak more than six (6) minutes on any subject, and
rebuttal speakers shall be limited to four (4)‘mmutes after an issue has
been discussed by both sides, except by permission granted by majonty
vote. Those speaking on any subject will be limited to two (2)
spokespersons on each issue, unless permission is granted by unanimous
consent of the Council Members present to allow others to speak.

(4)  The President must notify each speaker before he/she has begun to speak,
that said speaker will be limited to six (6) minutes on any subject, and
additionally must also notify rebuttal speakers, before said speaker has
begun to speak, that he/she will be limited to four (4) mmutes on any
subj ect.



(b)

(©

Address to Council — General Public. Except as is provided for public hearings or
uniess waived by the unanimous consent of the Council, members of the public
who are not members of the council may be allowed to address the council while
it is in session, provided that said person has completed a Reguest to Address the
Council form prior to the close of the agenda for the meeting at which said person
desires to address the council.

(1)  For the purpose of this section, the following. terms shall have the meaning
ascribed herein:

i) Agenda - shall mean the proposed order of business for
each meeting of the council.

i)  Close of the Agenda - shall mean the day and time set by
the Council for all business and materials to be submitted to
the council secretary for inclusion in the Agenda for the
next meeting of the council.2.

(2)  Time Limit. A person permitted to address the council by the presiding
officer shall be limited to six (6) minutes which period shall include the
person’s comments, questions from members of the council and any

~ response thereto. '

Address to Council — Special Briefings and Reports. Any member of the City
Council, the Mayor or any person or entity desiring to provide the Council with a
briefing, propesal or report regarding matters regarding econonic or community
development, health and safety, or similar proposal or report may make a written

_request to address the council, as follows:

(1) The writien request shall include: (i) a summary of the purpose and intent
of the briefing, (ii) the number of persons expected to address the council,
(iil) 2 good faith estimate of the time the presenter(s) expect will be
required to complete the presentation; (iv) and eight (8) copies of any
handout or written proposal expected to be distributed to the mayor and
council during the presentation. '

(2)  The request should be made to the city council, attention Council
‘President, not less than 10 days prior to the meeting at which the
presentation is to be made. .

(3)  Upon receipt of the request, the Council President shall present the request
to the council at the council conference (or council meeting if no council
conference is held) following receipt of the request. At that meeting the
council shall decide whether to grant the request and, if so, determine at

. which meeting, regular or special, the request will be honored and the time




(d)

(e

to be set aside for hearing the request. Notice of the decision of the
council shall be given to the requester as soon as is practicable.

Address to Council — Governmental Entities. Requests by Governmental entities

to address the council should be presented to the presiding officer of the council
and scheduled as soon as is practicable for a regular or special meeting as
necessity requires and with notice as required by the Alabama Open Meetings

Act.

Disruptions, Good Name and Character. Citizens and other visitors attending city

council meetings shall observe the same rules of propriety, decorum and good
conduct applicable to members of the city council. The following rules shall also
apply to citizens and other visitors attending the meetings of the city council or
any committee thereof:

(1)

(2)

(3)

No person addressing the council shall be permitted to discuss the good
name and character of an individual. Any person violating this rule while
addressing the city council or while attending the city council mesting or
any committee thereof shall be asked by the presiding officer to leave the
room and if said person refuses to do so forthwith, said person shall be
removed from the room if the sergeant-at-arms is so directed by the
presiding officer, and the person shall be barred from further audience
before the city council or committee during that session of the city council
or committee. If the presiding officer fails to act, any member of the city
council or committee member may move to require enforcement of the
rules, and the affirmative vote of a majority of the city council shall
require the presiding officer to act.

Any person making personal, impertinent, profane or slanderous remarks
or who speaks without permission or who becomes boisterous or exhibits
or commits disorderly conduct as the same is defined in Section 13A-11-7
of the Code of Alabama, 1975, while addressing the city council or while
attending the city council meeting or any committee thereof shall be asked
by the presiding officer to leave the room and if said person refuses to do
so forthwith, said person shall be removed from the room if the sergeant-

- at-arms is so directed by the presiding officer, and the person shall be

barred from further audience before the city council or committee during
that session of the city council or committee. If the presiding officer fails
to act, any member of the city council or committee member may move to
require enforcement of the rules, and the affirmative vote of a majority of
the city council shall require the presiding officer to act.

Unauthorized remarks from the audience, stamping of feet, whistles, yells,
and similar demonstrations shall not be permitted by the presiding officer,
who may direct the sergeant-at-arms to remove offenders from the room.
Aggravated cases shall be prosecuted on appropriate complaint signed by
the presiding officer. In case the presiding officer shall fail to act, any



member of the city council may move to require enforcement of the rules, -

and the affirmative vote of the majority of the city council shall requlre the
presiding officer to act.

SECTION TWO. All other parts, sections, sentences, paragraphs etc., of Ordinance
No. 1999 not affected by this Amendment shall be and remain in full force and effect

SECTION THREF. This Ordinance shall become effective umnedlately upon 1’{3
adoption and publication as required by law. :

ADOPTED thisthe _ 3™ day of April, 2015,

=

E)SSIA EDWARDS Presiding Officer

APPROVED this the _ 30th  day of April, 2015.

TROY I_‘ EPI—H%EAM Mayor

ATTEST:

@ww%@ 9,

DARLENE PALMER LEWIS, C1ty Clerk
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ORD]NANCE NO. 3999 :
AN ORD]NAN CE ESTABLISH]NG RULES OF PROCEDURE
"~ FOR THE MAYOR-COUNCIL FORM OF GOVERNMENT
FOR THE CITY OF PRICHARD ALABAMA '

" BEIT ORDA]NED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PRICHARD,

‘ALABAMA, that the order of procedure m all instances for meetmgs of the Council shej‘l be as

. fbllows

~ SECTION ONE: Meeﬁngs to be Open. All meetings of the Council and all meetings ofa~
quorum of a committee or subcommittee of the Council shall be open to the public and news.media, -
. except on those occasions when the Council, a commmittee or 2 subcommities thereof mey choose to go

into executive session for the purposes authorized by and i accordance with The Alzbama Open
Meetings Act, Act No. 2005-40, Acts of Alabama, and codified at §36-25A-1 et seq., Code of

Alabama 1975.

SECTION TWO: Regular Meetings. The Council shall hold regular public mee’engs n
the Council Chamber at City Hall as ©llows:

@

(b)"‘

(@)

' Regular Scheduled Meetings. The Council shall hold regular pubhc meetmgs in the

Council Chamber at City Hall on Thursday of each calendar week at 530 p.m. Bach

‘council meeting will be preceded by a Pre-Council Conference one (1) hour before the ,

regularly scheduled mesting in the Council Conference Room Unkess otherwise

+ rescheduled by notice in accordance Open Meetings Act, if such | meetings fall on a
rIegal holiday, the meetlng shall be adjonmed vmfil, and held on, the followmg day at 530

All meetings of the Council shall be held in such Council Chamber except when
otherwise ordered or adjourned; provided, however, that nothing in this Section shail
preclude conferences and meetings of the Council outside the Council Charrber so long
as they are scheduied and netced in accordame wrth the Alabama Open Meeimgs
Act. ) . :

The mayor shall be gwen Totice of all council meetings and shall have the privilege of
attending the meetmgs of the counedl and of taking part in the deliberations thereof The
mayor shalt not have the right to vote on any matter that 8 presented to the cotreil




: © _.

Pustmg of N otice. T]Je Clty Cb]:k Ofﬂlﬂ Ciy of Prlehard shallpost a notice of all

- meetings described in this Section at least seven (7) calendar days prior to the

meéting on the ‘bulletin board located mn the lobby of City Hall The “Posted Notice”
reqmred by thJs Sechon s]nllmc]ude the ﬁ)]meg - :

L Thettmeofﬂ:nmhng. :
i . The date of the méeting; |
I The Place of the meeting; and

. If a prehmmaly agenda s not available, a general descnptlon of fhe
nature and purpose of the meeung; or ' :

V. 'Ifa preliminary agenda i created; it shall be posted, as soon'as
: ractlcab]e, next to the notice required by this Sl]bSBCtIOIl

SECTION THREE: Special or Called Meetings.

(@)

(b)

The Conncil may hold such special or other cal[ed meetings as the business of the City
may Tequire. Specml or other Cal'lcd meetings of the Councﬂ shall be called as Hllows:

0 The Presﬂe:nt of the Council shall call specnal meetings of'the Councﬂ,
by wiitten notice, whenever, in his or her opinior, the public busmess
may reqmre i or

(@  The President of the Couricit shall call special meetings of the Comncil
by written notice, whenever two (2) members of the Council or the
:mayor requ%t the Presﬂent In writing to call such meeting.

(i)  Upon the failure or refisal of President to ca]l such meetmg when
7 requested, the two members of the Council orthe mayor making the
request shall have the right o call such meeting, by written notice.

Written Notice. The written notice calling for a special mecting shall be fled with fhe
City Clerk and shall specify the time; place and purpose of the meeting. Notice ofthe

- call of such special meetings. shallbe given In writing by the City Clerk io the Mayor,

the City Attorney, the CoumﬂA;tomey and to each Council Member, ot less than

24 howrs before such special meeting shall cotnmence, or ot kess than 48 hours i the

notice has been properly addressed and placed in the United States mail with correct

- postage thereon, before such meeting shall éot_n_aence. Such notice shall be.spread on




- the mmutes of the meehng, unless ﬂnere B entcred a Wawer of Notice 51gned by a]l ‘
Council Members - -

' (c) "Puhhc Notice: Postmg The Catberk ofthe CJty of Pnchard sha]l post a notlce of
- the Special or Called Meebng described in this Setton as soon as practlcable after-
© 7 the meetmg is called, put in no eveni less than 24 hours before the reeting is
-scheduled to begin, on the bulletin board located i the lobby of City Ha]l. The
“Posted Noﬁce” required by this Section shall mclude the foIlowmg

I. . The time of the Eeehng;
i, The date of the meeting;
itk The Place of the meehug; and

. Ifa pre}mmmry agenda is not avaiable, a gencral dcscnptton of the
nahure a:nd purpose of the meeting; or

\A If a prefiminary agenda s created, it shall be posted, as soon as
pra.ctlcable, next to the notice reqmred by this subsection.

- Emergencv Meeting: Postm_g of Notice. Inthe everi a Special or Called Meetmg 5
called under smergency circumstances requiring immediate action to avoid physical
¢ mjury fo persons of damage to property or to accept the tesignation of a public official
. or employee, In such situations notice shall be posted on said bulletin board as soon as -
practicable, but in no case less than one (1) hour before the meeting is to

begg

" SECTION FOUR: Recessed and Reconvened Meetings. The City Council ofthe City
Prichard, Alabarma may recess a duly convered meeting and reconvene sald meeting on a subsequent
date provided that prior to recessmg, the Council shall specﬁjr :

{a) - the date that o mee‘émg Willbc; reconvened;
(b}  the time that the meeting will be reconvened; |
(c)y the p]ace where the meeting will be reconvened; and

(d) proper notice af the recnnvened meetmg is given in accordance with the
Alabama Open Meehngs Act

Only matters appearing on or otherw:;se added to the a.genda of the ongmal meetung shall be dlscusscd
at the reconvancd meeting. :



SECTTON FIVE: Policy on Direct Notice to the Medla and Public. The ﬁllowng shal .
be the policy of the City of Pﬁohard Alabama w:threspectto piving direct notloe of pub]lc meetings to -
“the medla and ths publc. - ' - ,

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this policy % to set ﬁ)rth the procedures and policies
* applicable to all members ofthe public or media who wish to receive direct notice of
meetings held by entities in the City of Prichard, Alabama, in comphance the Alabama -
: Open Meetings Act _ .

(®) App]lcabjl;t_y Any member ofthe pub]]c or media may request to receive dlrect notme '
' of meetings held by entities i the City of Prichard, Alabama, i con:gphance the o

Alabama Open Meebn,gs Act.

()  Procedure. City of Pncha:rd, A]abama may provn:le direct notice via EBlectronic Maﬂ
: (e-mail). The city reserves the right to use akernative methods of notification such as
 fax, telephone and or mail if e-mrail if for technical reasors electronic means are not
‘available at the time of notification.

@ Any member of the media or public who wishes to receive direct notice of
meetings held by entities in the City of Prichard, Alabama that are subject to the -
Alabarma Open Meetings Act must file 2 m’.itten applicaﬁon with the city clerk.

@ Persons wishing {o receive direct notice rmst prowde at a minimum, their
nare, address and telephone mumber, and a valid e-roadl address. The Ist of
individuaks requesting direct notice shall be maintained as a pub]lc record by the
City of Pricherd, Aldbama.

(d)  Updating List. F ollowmg application, the applicant’s narme shall be added to the list of
those who shall receive direct notice of all fisiure meetings, provided that motice may not
be:given for meetings held within one week of the rece1pt of the application so that the

clerk may have time to update the fist.

(&) Removal from List. A applicans s namme ey be removed fom the list if he or she il
. to attend five meetings affer notice has been provided. That person may then reapply

fo receive diréct notice by fllowing the procedures set out Jnthzs policy. Ar mndividual
may also be removed ifthe City of Prichard, Alabama has mformation that indicates
that the e-ail address is no lofiger vafid or-that fhi applicant is not checking his or her -
messages. Misuse of the e-mail notification In any tarmer will also result in removal T ' !
from the list and may constifute grounds to prevent ﬁlture apphcan’c to receive direct . '
meeting rotice by the offending ndwﬂual : .

6 Nottce Notice Faiwe. The City of Prichard, A]abana s not responsible n the event of any
- notice ﬁulure that & not due to aﬁmli of]is own. -

: q4_’




ANoﬂce Fee. It hereby detemmcd by1he City Councﬂ ofthe Cliy of Pncha:cd

Alabarma that the actual cost of ‘persomnel i compiling the Jist of individuals requesting
direct notice, updating and maintaining said fist, and i issuing direct notice of public =
meetings under this section s $1.25 per e-mail addressee per mwonth. In order to

: defray said cost of personnel in compiling the list of individuals requestmg direct notice, - |

npdating and mamtaining said Iist, and issuing direct notice of public meetings, there i

‘hereby assessed an annualnonreﬁmdab]e fee In the amourt 0of $15.00 per e- -roail
: addressee ,

© SECTION S]X Preparahon and Dlstnbuhon of Agendas

(@)

®)

(D
()

* 'The moayor and any mefrber of the Coum:ilshaﬂ have the authonty to piace ems on the

agenda provided that each suchperson sha]lpmwde a cover page with the subrmission
providing at 2 minirmm (a).the name of the person submitting the item, (b) the date of
the submission, © a short description of the tem and (d) what action on the tem the

proponent proposes the comcilto take.

'A]Ireports commniications, ordinances, resolutions, confract documents or other

matters to be submiitted to the Courcil shall be delivered to the City Clerk by 12:00 -
p.m. on the Monday prior to the next regular meeting of the Council

The, City Clerk shall immediately prepare a list of such matters according to the order of
business and finnisiy each Member of the Councd, the Mayor, the City Attorzey, and
the Council Attormey with a copy of such fists, together with copies of matters to be -
presented fo the extent that such copies are available, prior to the regular, specizl or
called Cowmcil meeting and as far i advance offhe® meetmg as time for preparation will

R per.mlt

The city clerk sha]l assure that schedubd public hcarjngs have been duly acvertised;

The city cIerk sha]l post a copy of the agenda next to the notice of" mﬁeﬁng on the .
bufletin board des1gnated for such purposa , | '

SECTION SEVEN: Quo The quorum ﬁJrfhe tansactlon of any busmess by the

Council shall be not kss than three (3) Coum:il Members. All measures shall be adopted by the
affirmative vote of at least three (3) Couocll Members. In the absence of a quorumm, the Presiding
Officer shall compel the attendance of absent Members or sha]l adjou:m the meetmg to a stated time
and date fo pem:ut the establishment of a quorum. . : .

SECI‘ION EIGHT: I’residihg Oﬂicel". '

(@)

. The President of the Council or, in his absence, the Presidert Pro Tenﬁpore_, shall -

S5



 preside over regular, special and called meetings of the Council. In the absence ofthe
President and the President Pro Terpore at the hour appointed for any meeting, the
* City Clerk or s assistant shall call the Council o order, whetsupon 2 terporary
* chairman shall be elected by the Mertbers ofthe Council present. Upon the arrival of
" the Président or the President Pro Tempore, the terrporary chairman shall refinquish the
chair upon the conchnsion of the business mmediately before the Council,’ o

- () The Presiding O fficer shall possess the poweni and péffoml the foﬂowing dutles 3

(D - Preserve strict order and decorum at a]lmeeﬁﬁgsr ofthe Council. -

(i Announce the business before the body in the order In which it is fo be acted
upon. i _ s _

()  Recognize the speakers entifled to the floor and guide and direct the
proceedings of the body. : ' -

(i)  State every question given before the couacﬂ, '

() Direct the Clerk fo call the ol

(v)  Putto vote all questions which are regularly moved or otherwise arise 1n the
course of the proceedings. _ g

(vi)  Record the vote.on all matters which the recording of'yeas and nays is required
' by law, or with respect to which any comncil member requests such recording; .

(vi)  Announce the decision of the council on all subjects;

(%) - Decide all poa'ms of order, subject to appeal, unless the presiding officer |
submits the question to the decision to the council .

'_ (®)  Use the Roberis Rules of Order, unless point of order i specjﬂed herein, as a
' guide for the conduct of all reetings of the Council, - ' N

SECTION NINE: Roll C_zi]l. Before proceeding with the business of the Councd the City
Cletk or his assistant shall call the roll of the Members, and the names of those present and zbsent shall
be entered in the mimuies. S A _ o

, SECTION TEN: Order of Business. All moefings ofthe Council shall be open to the public.,
~ 1 Promptly at the hour set by law on the day of each regular meeting, all Council Members shall take ther -
-+ Tegular stations in the Council Chambers. The Mayor, the City Clerk, City Attomey, Council Attoﬁley,_ :
* Public Works Director, Finance Dif{acto_r, Public Safety Director, ei:_nd such other Department Heads or

ST




' employees ofthe CILy of Prichard, Whenquuested, shaIl attend allmeetnlgs ofthe Councﬂ, and Temai,
~ available ﬁ)r such length of tme as the Councﬂ Bn smslon, or they 4 dre emused by the Councﬂ.

(a) .~ The busmess of the Comcilsha]lbe takenup E:r considerstion and dJSpOS]i:lDIl n the
followmg order, urless the order i suspended by Lma:mmous consent:

(1) Callo Order
(2) Invocation.
{(3)Roli Call - City Clerk. - _ :
(4)-Approval of Mimites of Previous Meeting,
(5) Commumications from the Mayor,
(6) Reportis of Committees, and new Committee ass1gmnents
(7) Reports from Members, Mayor or Department Directors.
(8) Public Hearings. -+ - -
. (9) Consent Agenda :
" (10) Corsideration of Ordmam&e for final passage (]ald over from
previous meeting).
(11) Consideration ofResoluhom for final passage (laid over from
previous meehng)
‘ '(12) Ordinances being first introduced.
- (13) Resolutions being first miroduced.
(14) Presentations of’ petlbons and other commumications to the Council.
(15) Announcements. ,
(16) Adjournment; . .

(b) - A resolution or ordinance, whether ofa iaexnamnt nature or pot, most first be
introduced by a Courcl Member at 4 meeting and read to the body. Each such
resolution or ordinance must show the name of the sponsoring Council Member,

© Ifmo motion is made to consider the resohmon or ordiarice mned:ateiy, the City Clerk

- will cause it to be placed on the agenda for the next regular meeting under the caption: .
“ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS LAID OVER FROM PREVIOUS MEETING.”

* Ifa moton be made to consider the resoltion or ordinance itmediately, such motion

st be seeonded and thereupon, the Chair shall call for the question without debate;
but unless all present vote in favor of the motion for immedite consideration, the
resolution or ordinance must be kid over to the next regular meeting and placed onthe
agenda by the City Clerk under the caption: “ORDINAN! CES/RESOLUT_[ONS LAID .
OVER FROM PREVIOUS MEEI]N G~ ' : '

(d) The foregomg necessxty of obfanmg Unénimons consent ﬁ)r mmediate consideration
. shall not apply, howéver, to'a resolution calling for a.pub]le hearing. Such resolutions




@

®

may be approved at the n:eehng at wbnh ﬂ1ey are mtrodueed

If miam:uous consent be glvenﬁ)r nm:edlate conslderanon of an ordmanee or
Tesclution, it js presupposed that.the urgency of the matier is such that the resqutJon or

R ordmance or other matter must be acted wpon mned;ately

Ifa resolui:lon or ordmame is on ﬂ:e agenda under the caption “PUB]'_IC

- HEARINGS?”, the public must be given an opportunity to be heard and ¢ express its -

opinion. Such-expression from the public shall be prior to anly motion relative to-the.
resolunon or ordinance. If on the other hand, an tem s on the agenda for consideration
under any caption other than “PUBLIC HEARIN HEARINGS™, it may be moved to the category -
of, and under the caption of, “PUBLIC HEARINGS” by a majortty vote of the Cotmeil
prior to the commencefrent of any business of the Council, such motion bemg “to
amend the order of the busmess of the day ” (Act 85w229 1985 Session, Section

28.)

SECTION ELEVEN: Reading of Minutes. Ugless a reading of the minutes of a City

Council meeting is requested by a member, such mlmm may be approved without reading The C]e11c
shall firnish each Council Member with a written copy | of the minttes of each meeting,

SECTION ’I'WELVE Motions.

2

®

©

@

A main motion presents an ordinance, resolution, or ofher proposition for the passage,.
adopﬁon, or rejection. The qlrzshoms usually stated in the positive form, as follows:

' motlon to adopt; motion fo approve motion to pass; motton to coner.

No motion madé at any Council Meetmg shall be debated or put to a vote unless
seconded. When seconded, the proposer shiall have the floor arid the matter subject to

) debate In the absence of a second, the motion fails. Main motions are debatable,

amendable, and can be reconsidered after ad0phon.

Each resolution or erdmance miroduced at a Council Meetng shall be in writing and

 read by the Clerk at the fime it & mtroduced. Motions shall be reduced to writing when
‘required by the Presiding Ofﬁcer of the Conncil or any Member of the Council.

Motion for Reconslderahon. A motion for reconsideration is penmssﬂole to reconsider

previous action of the Council, whether a negative vote on a matter or a fiverable vote -

on a matter, af the same Imetmg ora subsequent meeting, under the Ibllowmg
procedure _ S
) The motion rrust be made i)y a n-:lernber_jwho voted on thé prevaiing
side. : ' S : -
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®
L)

(vi)

(vii)

T.be ]IlDtID]l]S mpr_gp__ a:l'tter the actlon taken has gone into eﬁ'ect

or affer it s 1130 late, ﬁ)r any reason, to Teverse the actlon ‘taken

Before any action can be IBCOIISIdEIed there st ﬁmt be a motior for
reconsideration, a second and tb& aﬂirmatxve vote of'at least three (3)

* mmembers Of'thﬁ Council -

Should the m)tu)n for recons:derahon pass, the 1tem to be reconsidered
s then immediately before the Courcil to be acted upon or scheduled

for hearmgata subsequent meeting,

Should the motion for reconsiieraﬁon i, the ﬁem to be reoonsidere_:d
© remams as adopted,

-

A motion to recdnsi_der st be made pot later than the next regular
mieeting following the action taken.

When the matier the subject of reconsideration requires notics before
can be acted upon, a vote to reconsider the matter must be scheduled
on a date and hme m compliance with all rules requiring public notice.

Debate onthe motion to reconsider shall be ]nm“ed to the merits of
whether the reconsideration and not the merits of the question fo be
reconsidered.

SECTION THIRTEEN: Rules of Debate and Points of Order.

(@)  The Presiding Officer of the Commeil miay move, second and debate from the Chair,
subject only to such fimitations of debate as are by this article mposed on all Council
Members, and shall not be deprived of any of the rights and privileges ofa Coumﬂ
Member by reason of his acting as the Pres;dmg Oﬂicer

(b)  Every Comcﬂ Meriber or official d%mngto speak shall address the Char, and upon
recognition by the Presiding Officer, shall address hirmselfto the ques‘aon under debate,
av01dmg all personahtles and indecorous- language. :

(c) A Councﬂ Memb_er or official, once recognized, sha]lnot be merrupted when speaking, '
‘unless it be to call him to order or as herein otherwise provided. Ifa Mermber, while
-speaking, is called to order, he shall cease speakmg until the question of order B

- determined, and ifin order, he shall be permiited to proceed.
~ (d) . No persons shall spea]s: more than twice on any mater before the Councﬂ, except by

NANTACTS c_onsent, and thenmt uatil every Council Member desiring to speak has h{ad_
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@ opportumty todos 50, No person shallspeak more ﬂjanthree (3) mnrutes on auy

subject, except by penmssmn granted by majority vote. However the Council Metrber
moving the adoption shall have the privilege of closing debate, and shallTiot be fimited -
- onthe answering of questtom pertment to. ﬂ)e matter proposed

When a question is under debate, the ﬁ)lbwmg mpotions sha]l be in order and shallhave
precedence over each other m ﬂ]ﬁ order stated _

" (1) To adjourn to a day cerl'c_rm

() To adjourn. | - o
(3) To take a recess. . T : : .
(4) To lay on the table.

(5) To previous quest on.

(6) To referto a corrmtme

(7) To amend.

(8) To postpone o a time certain,

(9) To postpore irldeﬁniteiy.

Motions 1 through 5 sha}l be decided without debate

Debate may be closed mdrately bya “CaJI for the Ques’uo When a call for the
question 18 made, the Presiding Officer shall ask if there is any objechon. Ifthere & no

- objestion, the Presiding Officer shal immediately call the question. If there & an

objection, the Presiding Officer shall call for a second and, if made," shall mmed:aiely
take a vote on whether to order the call for the question. Ifthe call for the question
passes by at least three (3) affirmative votes, the debate ends and a vote on fhe matter
under consideration shall proceed. The call for the question is neither amendable nor
debatable and can be reconsidered. : :

- The mimttes of the Crty Council are recorded i summary tbnnnot verbatnn E Council -
Members desire that their corments on a particular subject be recorded i in their entirety, ’

- the City Clerk should be mﬁ)rmed at the time the comments are made, - - - _ . |

SECTION FOUR’.[’EEN: Commmlicaﬁon wiith Cou:neil.

(@ ..

Public Hearin arngs. ‘Where required by law or byummnous consent of the Councﬂ,
public hearmgs on matters before the Council shall be held by the Council at which
taxpayers or residents of the City or their authorized legal repressni:atrves shall be

permitted to present oral staterments ﬁ)r or agalrlst fhe matter made a SUbJBCi ofthe

hearing, - -

'a) i Reques_f_.s to appear at such a public hearing may be fled in writing with the City



G

o Clerk, Who sha]l reiier ‘ﬂ]e sarme to the Presﬁent ofthe Counoﬂ prioT % the

@

3)

(4)

' heanng Persons ma]ﬂng these requ&eis m writing sha]], together with wﬂnesses

requested to appear by the Couucil, be heard pnor fo ofner persons who appear

| atthe hea.rmg

Each person addressmg anypubho heamg shall, When calIed step up in front of
 the rail, give his name and address in an andible tons of voice for the records, -
~. No personshall speak more than twice on any matter before the Comoﬂ, exoept‘ '

by unanimous co,nsenL and then not wmtil every Council Member desmeg to.

: sPeakhas had: anopportumtyto do so.

No person sha]l speak more tban three (3) minies onany ‘subject, and rebuttal

- -speakers shall be fimited to. two (2) mimutes, after an issue has been dlscussed by

both sides, except by permission granted by majorily vote. Those speaking on

.. any subject will be limited fo two (2) spokespersons on each ssue, uless .
permission s granted by mnanimous consent of the Council Members presentio

alIoW others to speak.

The PreSIdent must notify each speaker before he/she has begun 1o sPeak that
said speaker will be fimited to three (3) mimtes on any subject, and additionally
must also notify rebuttal speakers, before sa:rd speaker has begun to speak, that
he/she will be Ilrmted 10 two (2) minztes on any subject.

' Other than Pubhc Hea.r.[nge Citizens Comments, Except for public heamgs or imless

waived by the unanimous consent ofthe Council, a person not a member of the councll

~ may be allowed to address the council while it is in session, provided that said person

has completed a Reguest to Address the Council form prior fo the close of the agenda

or the meetmg at which said pexson desires to address the council

(1) - For the purpose of ﬂm section, the ii)Ibwmg terms shallhave the meanmg

ascnbed herein:

Iy - Agenda sha]lrmanﬂ:e proposed order of busmess for each
' ‘ meehng ofthe council

' ]1) ’ Clo.s'e of the Agenda - shaﬂ mean fhe da.y and tiooe set by the.
Comeﬂﬁ)r all business and materials to be subnntted to the -
council secretary for mehmon in the Agenda for the next meeting

" ofthe cdmcil Public Commeut Except for plibjic hearings, 2. *
- petson not a member of the council may be allowed to address ™

- - the council while i §5 in session, with the permission of the
L presﬂmg oﬂicer pr(mded that said personha,s completed a

e




_ Reguest taAddre.s'.s'the C‘ouﬁéﬂiﬁ.)rlm prior to the clqs;é- ofthe
- agenda for the meeting at which said person desfres to address _

() Time Limit Apéi-soﬁpe_rmﬁied_in address the counci bﬁr the presiding_‘oﬂic;ar- -
.. shallbe limited to three (3) mimites which period shall inclide the person’s
| COmIments, questions from members of the éoméll_ and any response thereto . -

'(3)  Disruptions, Good.Name and Character. No person permiited to address the - © -
+ council shall be disruptive by either speaking on matters not before the council or -
by loud tak or disruptive actions. Further, no person addressing the council
shall be permiited to discuss the good name and character of an individual

4) . Removal From the Meetng, The p-rwidjng officer shall have the right to have a
- - dismptive person removed from the room in which the council meeting s
conducted. - e

SECTION FIFTEEN: Decorum.

- {a) - While a Council is in session, the Members shall preserve order and decorum; and, a
' . Member shall neither, by conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt the proceedings
" or the peace of the Council nor disturh any Member while speaking or refise to obey _ 7
the orders ofthe Comeil or its Presﬂmg Officer, except as otherwise herein provided. e

(6)  Anyperson ot a member of the Council, making personal, impertinent or slanderous
remarks or who shall become boisterous while the Council 18 In session; shall be
forthwith, by the Presiding Officer, barred from firther andience before the Couneil,
unless permission to contioue is granted by a majority vote of the Council,

©  The Chiefof Police or those members of the Police Department as he may designate
shall be Sergeant—at—arms of the Council Meetings. He or they shall carry out all
orders and instructions given by the Presiding Officer for the purpose of maimtainig
order and decorum at the Council Meeting, Upon instructions of the Presiding Officer, .
shall be the duty ofthe Sergeant—at—arms or any of them present to place any person
who violates the order and decorum of the meeting vnder arrest and canse him fo be

_prosecuted upon complaint 1o be signed by the Presiding Officer.
_ SECTION SIXTEEN: Commitiees, R S . L

" (- Specil Comn:i_itee§. A specél coﬁ;mﬂbe!i’s an ad hoc committes appointed to work on
* - asingle subject matfer. The fact that such subject would ordinarily be wihinthe




jmjsdlchon of a standmg coimmitiee. does not prohiblt Its refenal foa spec:lal commlttee
in.the mariner prescrfoed by ordinance.. Special commlf:tees shall consist of a c]:laarperson
and two (2) comrmittee members; such committees shall be created and its members '
: appomted by ﬂ]ﬁ Councﬂ President as needed. '

(b)- Standing Comrmttees The Council sta]lmamiam t'hree (3) Standmg Commxttees Wblch
shall make recommendations to the Council as appropriate. The three (3) Standmng
Commitiees shall be: (1) Finance Committee; (2) Public Safety, Committee; and (3)
Public Works Comrmttee Al Stau:lmg Commttees shall consist ofa chanpe:rscn and

. two (2) addmonal comn:uibe members, aIlappomIed by the Council President.

(1) Finance Commrttee 'Ihe fanctions ofﬂ:x: Finance Committee shall be to study
for the City Council pohcy changes recommended by the Mayor, to recorurnend
“fo the City Council the budget hearing process, and to recomrend to the Ciy -
Council budget modifications requested by the Mayor. -

() Public Safety Commities, The firction of the Pubiic Safty Committce shall be
to study for the Clty Commneil po}:cy matters and policy recommandahons ofthe
Mayor,

(3)  Public Works Comittes. The fimgtion of the Public Works Cormittee shallbe - ' |
to-stady for the City Comcﬂpo]x:y matters and po]lcy reconm:endahons ofthe . !

Mayor. -
“SECTION SEVEN’I'EEN: Ordinances, resolnﬁons motions and :c'ontméts' :

(2) Any ordmance or resohition sba]lbe prepa:red by the Counoil Attomﬁy upozz the written
request of the President of the Council Any erdinance or resolution not prepa:red by the Council
Attorney shall be subrmitted to hith for review as to form and ]egallty prior to the enfertainment by the
Couneil of any motion to adopt that ordmnance. or resothx)n. o ,

(b) Al ordmance resoltion and contract documents shall, upon adopizon, be submltted to
the Mayor for his admmlstratxve recommendation with reﬁ:rence ﬂlereto ' :

(c) Ordmance resoution and other matters or subjects requiring acnon by the Council shall
be introduced by a Council Member; except that the Mayor, City Attorney or Council Attormey may
present ordinances, resolitions, and other matters or subjects to the Councll. Any Council Member
- Indy assume spomsorship thereof by moving that such ordinance, resoltﬂnon, matter or subject be

adopted otherwme they shall not be considered: T : :

B - (d) ' At least ten (10) copies of anyordmme or rmuhtlon to be Submlited or mtwduced at-
- any meehng of the Councﬂ sha]l be filed WIthﬂle Clty Cbﬂ( pmr to or at the begnmmg of the meeﬁng

L '-?,1.3'“::' = =




. 'Cop1es shall be dlsttﬂ)uted to each Comcﬂ Men:ber and official present at the msehng, and copies sha]l

. be made available to the Mayor for dl,gtrﬂ:»mxmto any departmsnt affected. After the mesting, the Ciy
Clerk shall prépare additional copies, i necessary, to supply o inferested citizeris or taxpayers
requesting copies at the office of'the City Chtk, at the charge estab]lshed bythe governing body for

such copies. -

@ No ordmance shall be Dt on its ﬁnalpassage on the same day on Whlch It was
mtroduced excapt UpON UNATIMOUS COnSernt. - , S

@ No ordmance sha]l relate to more tban one (1) subject, which sha]i be explessed clearly
and bneﬂym its title; provided a single ordinance may armend one or more sections of'the code which
're]ate to the same general subJ ect matter as contamed m a single title, chapter or artick thereof.

(g) No ordmance or secﬁon thereof shall be amended or repealed uiess the new ordinance
" contains the title or designation of the ordinance or section amended or repealed. When practicable, all

ordinances shall be infroduced as arendments. to existing ordinance. Prior to the adoption, the Presiding
Officer shall refer any ordinance or resolution ‘o the commitee of the whole. An ordinance, after

reference and report thereon, may be referred at any tsm prior to is ﬁnalpassage

_ SECT.[ON EIGH'ITEEN Incantestabihtv of duly adopted le glslatmn No ordmance i
resolution or action duly adopted or taken by the Council shall be held to be invalid because of fitre of |
the council to comply with or abide by any one or more of the provisions: fb this Section, if the

ordinzance, resolution or action would otherwise be valid under the laws of this state but for the provision

of this section alleged to have been viokted or ignored.

SECTION N]NETEEN Written Remrts Allwrﬂien reports fo the Council shall be ﬁ]f!d
W]ﬂ:l the City Clerk and entered in the n:nnutes at which the report was submitted.

"SECTION TWENTY: Recording Meétings. A meeting ofthe Counci, except while in
executive session, may be openly recorded by any person in attendance by means ofa tape recorder or
- any other means of sonic, photogeaphic, or video reproduction provided the recording does not dlsrupt
the conduct of the meeting, The govemmental body m‘ay adopt reasonable rules for the Implementation

ofthis sectloll

SEC’I‘.[ON TWENTY ONE Executwe Sessions; Procedure Executwe sessions are not
required, but may be held by the governing body only for the ﬁ)Howmg purposes :

(a) - General reputation and character, physical condition, proﬁessmnal competence’ ete. To
: discuss the: genera! reputation and character, physical condition, professional ‘
. competence or mental health of mdiwdmh or, subject to the limitations set out herein, fo
dlscuss the job perﬁm:uance of cc:rlam publlc en:ployees : :
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Exc@ tions:

= (I)  Diséussions ofthe iob performancé of specific phb]ié'oﬁic_'ials or sPeciﬁc public

employees may not be discussed it executive session if the person is an elected
' or appointed public official, an appomted meimber of a stafs or local board or
commission, or & public ermployes who-is one of the chssification ofpublic
employees required 1o file a Staternent of Econorric Inferests with the Albarma
 Bthics Commission pursuant to Section 36-25-14, Code of Alabama 1975,

@ Thesa 7, cormpénsation, and}ob ‘benefits of ecific prblic 6fficizls o s ecific -
@® comp _ f specific p P _
: public employees may not be discussed in eXceHiive session.

- Disciplinary Matters. When expressly a.ilowed’bj federal law or state Iéw, to consider

the disciplne or disnﬁésal of or to hear formal written complaints gt charges brought

against a public employes or an individual, corporation, partnership, or other legal entity
‘subject to the regulation of the govemnm}ﬂ body. '

- Pending and Trrminent Litigation. To discuss wifh the attorneys the legal ramifications of

and legal options for pending litigation, controversies not yet being litipated but
imminently licely to be litisated or imminently Heely to be Htipated if the governmental
body pursues a proposed course of action or to meet or confer with 2 mediator or
arbitrator with respect o any litigation or decision concerning matters within the
Jurisdiction of the governmental body involving another party, grop, or body.

O ritten Declaration Prior to Vote. Prior o vobng to convene an -
‘executive session under this exception the Council shall receive a written

opimion or oral declaration reflected in the minutes from an attorney
- Iicensed to practice law in Alsbarma that this exception is applicable to
the plenned discussion. -~ - ) -

@  Discussion of Action to Take Prohibited, Notwithstanding the -
foregoing, ifany delfiberation begins among the members of the Council
regarding what action to take relating to pending or threatened litigation
‘based upon the advice of counsel the executive session shall be |

* conclnded and the delberation shall be conducted in the epen portion of )

the meeting or the deliberation shall cease..

. Security Phins, Safety, etc. To dlscusssecmtyplam, procedues, assessmenis,
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- be given tiotice and an opportunity to attend the session,

"I.Jnderéover'lé,w Enforcelmut To d‘EClISS Information that would disclose the identity -
~of animdercover law enforcement agent or informer or to discuss the crimina] '

investigation of a person who is not a public officiel in which allegations or charges of -

- the govermnmental body, only persons Iepresenm]g the inferests ofthe governmentz] body

in the transaction 1may be present during the executive session. This real property
discussion exception shall Dot apply if - : -
o - -Any member of the govermmental body ilvohred i the fransaction has a
' personal inferest in the fransaction'and attends or participates inthe
execuiivg session concerming the real property. -
(@ A condemmaton action has been filed to acquire the real property
: Involved in the discussion. - o o
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Alabama Trade Secreis Act.”

Negotiation Strategy. To distuss sirategy in preparation J"brlnegoi;iaﬁon,s betweenthe -

.' Ag'dvel_nmgntal body and a group’ of public employees. Provided ‘however, that 1'311'01'*. to’

such discussions a person representmg the interests of 2 govermmental body mvolved i

" into the miintes that the discussions would have 2 detrimental effect upon the negotiating

position ofthe goVerinﬁaﬁtal_ body if disclosed ouiside of an executive session.

LN

i

To deliberate and discuss evidence.or mshunny presented.during a public or contested ‘

case hearing and vote upori the eulz_:.ome_of the proceeding or bearng ifthe -
govemmental body is acting in the capacity of a quasi-judicial body, and siffier votes
upon its decision in an open meéting or ssues a wrilten decision which may be appealed

to a hearing officer, an adminitrative board, court, or other body which has the authority

to conduct a hearing or appeal of the mattér which i open to the public,

Proce dure for Calling an Fxecntive éession. When the governmental body
e ommittee of the counci, or any mmnicipal

(whether the city éounéﬂ, & committee or sube

. board or commission) desiring to convene an executive session, other than to conduot 4

quast-judicial or contested case hearing, the ﬁ)llowmg procedure skall be ntilized:

) Duly Called and Properly Notioed Meeting, ‘A quorum ofthe governmental

body must first convene a duly called and properdy noticed meeting as provided

uder SECTIONS TWO or THREE, of this ordinance.,
(@  OmlWriten Declaraﬁbﬁ, if Required. If an oral or written declaration &

required before the executive session can begin, such oral of written declaration

shall be made, prior to a vote on a motion ealling for the exe cutive session,

the executive session and setting out the purpose of the {sxecutiye session, as - -
' provided In subsections (%) through (I) of Section Nineteen of this ordinance,

mimtes;

() ~ Motion for Executive Sessx)n, Majority Vote, A majo;iiy of the members of the
' . governmenial body present mmst adopt, by recorded vote, a motion calling for

@) Vot Réc-orded.m Minutes. The vote of each member shall be 'recofd_ed it the

. "(v).. ) —_Whéthef Meeting WﬂlRﬂCOIWEI]e, Tine; Prior to céﬂing the‘exe_pi;ﬁye seé;éion; s ..
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